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How shall we praise him and 
- how shall we measure him, 

because he was not of the common 
1 clay that all of us are made SE 2 
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What was he like, this great little man with the indomitable. spirit? 
He was a gentle man, with a faith that could and did move mountains. 


His beginnings were unremarkable. Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was 
born in 1869 in a conservative Hindu family in Porbandar, Gujarat. He . 
was, by his own standards, a ‘mediocre’ student who did not shine in any - 
particular field. His religious tolerance found its beginnings in his childhood, 

for his father had a wide circle of friends of other faiths, and the child 
Gandhi listened attentively to their discussions. These early impressions 
took firm hold on his eager mind and lasted his life. 
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In the practice of those days he was. married young. His wife, Kasturba, 
simple and unassuming, was silently to take upon herself a large measure 
of the strain of his turbulent life. 


After a three-year course in England, where he trained for the Bar, the 
young Gandhi began his legal career in. Durban, Natal, on a brief from 
merchants of his native Gujarat. South Africa was the background for 
Gandhi's first attempts at social protest. Ne | 
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When Gandhi returned to India in 1914, he was little known outside the 
“urban areas. It was at this time that he founded his ashram, his Au) at 
Ahmedabad. on the banks of the Sabarmati. 


As always, the poor and the oppressed drew him. A humble peasants - 

plea took him right across the country to Bihar. Here he took up the 
cause of the poor indigo sharecroppers who had long been exploited by 
wealthy estate owners. Civil disobedience won its first victory in India in- 
Champaran. 
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Gandhi now immersed himself in the work of the Indian National 
Congress and introduced a new element to Indian politics — Saryagraha 
or non-violent non-cooperation.. This revolutionary concept did not 
depend on money or arms for its-fulfilment. It was a weapon which Gandhi 
placed in the hands of his countrymen to stir them to action. His faith in 
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The ashram at Sabarmati' 
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its effectiveness inspired the movement toward self-rule. 


And Gandhi was an exacting leader; not all his followers understood his 
insistence on non-violence. If violence broke out, Gandhi would immedi- 
ately call off the agitation and go on a fast of self-purification. 


The historic Dandi march in 1930 was in peaceful defiance of the British 
Government's monopoly on salt. Gandhi led a group of volunteers from his 
Sabarmati ashram on a 24- day trek to the coast and made salt from the 
sea at Dandi. 


The Dandi march had a startling effect. Hundreds of people all along the 
coast followed Gandhi's example. The law breakers remained peaceful but 
not the keepers of the law. Mass arrests were made. Gandhi was arrested 
once again. But civil disobedience had proved its validity, had won a great 
moral victory in the cause of freedom. 
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Gandhi advised India’s politicans to go out among the people, to learn 
their language, work among them. He urged them to revive spinning and 
weaving, the long forgotten crafts of the peasant. And he took the method 
of non-violent non-cooperation into the field of economics. 


“Boycott all foreign goods, “Buy only that which is made in India— 
Swadeshi, he appealed to the people. He knew that, if carried out widely, . 
this could slow down the wheels of British Indus: And would give 
tremendous courage to Indian manufacture. 


Gandhi himself sat at the spinning wheel every day to demonstrate his 
. identification with the simple peasant. He wore handspun, handwoven 
khadi and gave self-respect to the poor by being one with them in dress 
and living. To Gandhi, India owes the splendid revival of her village 
industries and the growth of handicrafts. 
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His entire method of cine was “through” example. None was this 
demonstrated more clearly than in his bold attempt to reform untouch- 
ability. He led his followers in doing work once reserved for the untouch- = 
:. ables. He lived with them in their colonies so ee a who wished sa see = 
5 hun. were forced to break: conventions. E En nt 
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As a el reformer, Gandhi made women proud of their role in the : i 
making of a new India. An India where democracy would begin with the 
people, with each village completely self-governed — panchayat raj. 


And Gandhi was a practical politician too. As the spokesman of his people 
he worked out the terms of India's freedom with British viceroys and 
Cabinet missions. 


The decision to partition the country grieved Gandhi. The end of British 
rule saw riots in many parts of the country. Gandhi spent the cold winter 
months of 1946/47--he was seventy-seven- walking barefoot from 
village to village, dispelling hate with love, reminding people that they . 
belonged together, were one in the sight of God. Once more, he was 
trying to demonstrate the power of love. 
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In January 1948, Gandhi went on his last fast in Delhi. Even though 
violence in the capital had ‘ceased, he wanted a solemn pledge that no 
man would raise his arm against another. 


But there were extremists who were aa by Gandhi's preaching of 


tolerance. On the way to his evening prayer Re on a 30, 1948, 


he was fatally shot by a militant young man. 


Vedic Archives Digital Presérvation Foundation, Chandigarh 


The light that shone in this country was no ordinary light.» 
The light that has illuminated this country for these many years 
will illumine this country for many. more years and a thousand years 
later that light will still be seen in this country f 
and the world will see it and it will give solace to innumerable hearts. 
For that light represented something more than the immediate present; 
it represented the living truth. PH 


Jawaharlal Nehru 


“Death did not mark the end of all that Gandhi had lived and died for. 
Or perhaps the end is often a beginning too. By his life and death Gandhi 
demonstrated the moral force of a man whose desire to serve his fellow- 
. men was greater than his attachment to life. And Gandhi, as much as his 
ideas, does not belong to India alone. He belongs to the world, to history. 


His convictions were part of his daily living. They have travelled far and 
wide. So Albert Luthuli could exhort his people in Africa to courage and 
steadfastness in the face of despair. Martin Luther King could preach 
love and hope in the midst of hatred, could state with courage and firm — 
conviction that non-violence is the answer to the crucial political and 
moral question of our time—the need for man to overcome oppression 
and violence without resorting to violence and oppression. 
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In an age and ın a country where communications were not always easy, | 
when millions did not know how to read or write, Gandhi was able to. 
reach out to the common man. Wherever he went, people flocked around Ä 
. the slender figure in the rough, home-spun dhoti, with the kindly smile and | 
the ready ear. He was known and loved by the millions in his counu who 
called him *Bapu', the simple word for ‘father’. 


All across India today, it is evident that Gandhi is very much a part of 
this land. Every little village and town has a tablet, a pillar, a square, a 
memonal to Gandhi. The cities of India pay their tribute in different ways. 

For those who have the time and can pause awhile, there are. museums, - 
libraries and centres where Gandhi's writings and possessions are preserved, 
where j has spirit lingers. : GER 
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PORBANDAR: “The little town where Mohandas 
“Gandhi was born rises almost out of the sea and 
becomes a vision of glory. at sunrise and sunset, 
` when the slanting rays beat upon it, turning its turrets 
and pinnacles into gold?” (C.F. Andrews) 
Gandhi's ancestral home here is preserved as a 
national monument. : 
The Kirti Mandir, a memorial museum, has inscrip- 
tions from his writings. 22 
AHMEDABAD: The decision to launch civil dis- 
obedience was taken at the Sabarmati ashram and 
“Gandhi pledged himself to non-violence. From here 


he set out with a band of volunteers on his history- 


: making Dandi march in 1930. 
'A growing industrial city and the capital of Gujarat, 


his home state, Ahmedabad cherishes his memory in: 
the Sabarmati ashram. A modern extension is the _ 
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, a memorial library, 
- planned for browsing and quiet reflection. i. . 
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Addressing a public meeting 
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BOMBAY: The capital of Maharashtra is rich in 
memories of Gandhi. On the sands at Chowpatty, 
thousands gathered to listen to him. It was here, in 
1920, that he launched the non-cooperation move- 
ment--the boycott of everything British. 


At the Gowalia Tank Maidan in 1942, the All India 
Congress Committee met in the momentous “Quit 
India’ session and resolved to start a fresh civil dis- 
obedience campaign under Gandhi's leadership. 


Mani Bhavan, on Laburnum Road, where Gandhi 
stayed whenever he visited the city, is preserved as a 
national memorial. It has an extensive library of 
books and photographs and personal possessions of 
Gandhi. 


` WARDHA: Near this town. in central India, Gandhi 


founded his Sevagram—a village dedicated to service 
—in 1939. He lived here in a simple thatched hut, in 
complete identity with the poor of India. This was 

his laboratory" for Satyagraha. 
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POONA: Gandhi was imprisoned here on three diffe- 
rent occasions and served his terms at the Yeravda 
Central Prison. 


Kasturba, Gandhi's wife, died at Poona in "1944. 


TRIVANDRUM: The Maharaja of Travancore’s 
historic proclamation in 1936 threw open the temples 
to untouchables. Gandhi wrote, “...henceforth there 
will be no distinction between man and man...all 
will be children of God”. 


MADRAS: In Madras, Gandhi first thought of non- ` 
cooperation which was launched ona meer 


scale in 1920. 


A simple monument, the Gandhi Mandap, recalls his 
gose association with the city. 


a KYA WADA. ‘Here, on Gandhi's “advice, the - 


design and colours of the national flag were decided 
“Onat the annual session of the Sans in nz 
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` CALCUTTA: Gandhi met Bengal's political leaders - 


in 1896 when he stayed with Gokhale. Later came - 
several meetings with Rabindranath Tagore. When 
violence broke out in Calcutta in 1947, Gandhi went 
on a fast. Communal peace was restored in five days. 


Calcutta has a Gandhi Museum at Barrackpore. 


LUCKNOW: It was at the 1916 Congress session at 
Lucknow that Gandhi first mct Jawaharlal Nehru, 
whom he later described, with. deep affection, as his 
spiritual heir. 


SIMLA: Several meetings between British missions 
and Congress leaders took place in this pleasant town, 
once a summer capital of the Viceroys. Gandhi met ; 


` Sir Stafford Cripps at Simla in 1945, to Dee he : 


terms for India’s FEE Jon 


` AMRITSAR: The holy city ‚of the Sikhs was the 
“scene of the Jallianwala Bagh massacre in 1919, A. Bos. 
_ crowd of defenceless peoples was fired upon by Batch NG 
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troops, resulting in hundreds of deaths. This incident 
shocked Gandhi and. marked his real entry into 
Congress politics. 


DELHI: Delhi was the scene of innumerable politi- 
cal conferences and meetings which preceded India’s 
independence. The flag of free India was hoisted at 
Red Fort in 1947. 


Gandhi held his prayer meetings regularly at Birla 
House, and it was here that he was assassinated.- 


An austere memorial, Rajghat, marks Gandhi's 
samadhi or final resting-place. All manner of men, 
Presidents, Kings, Prime Ministers, as well as poets 
and humble peasants, come here for a moment of 
silent tribute to Gandhi's memory. 


The Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya (Museum) nearby, 
houses an extensive collection of documents, photo- 
graphs, paintings, books and his personal possessions. 
Gandhi Darshan, an international exhibition to cel- 


ebrate the birth centenary of Gandhi. On view from 
October 9, 1969, to February 22, 1970. 
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In these places — but even more in the quiet and simple ` 
villages of India— Gandhi's memory lives on. #The 

light has gone out of our lives, and there is darkness 

everywhere,” Jawaharlal Nehru said on January 30, 

1948. And again, “The light has gone out, I said, and 

yet Iwas.wrong …? 
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